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In a preliminary report released Feb. 22, the Latin American Human Rights Association (ALDHU,
headquartered in Quito, Ecuador) said that "Panama remains a country under occupation by the
US Army." According to the Association, the US military presence, and the Panamanian police
force's failure to guarantee security, order and demilitarization have "alarming" consequences for
the fulfillment of the 1977 Panama Canal treaties. President Guillermo Endara's administration,
installed after the US invasion in December 1989, "is incapable of exercising...without foreign
intervention, some of the essential functions of the state, which erodes [the government's]
credibility and puts its survival at risk." The ALDHU described the report as authored by "the Latin
American contingent" of a mission which visited Panama on Feb. 15-19. The mission consisted of
12 representatives of ALDHU, and two US-based organizations. The ALDHU report said press
freedoms exist in Panama, and that recent elections of municipal officials and members of the
national congress were fair and clean. Although selected macroeconomic indicators are improving,
impoverishment among Panamanian workers is increasing. Next, the report pointed out that 14
months after the invasion refugee camps (Albrook, Escuela El Salvador, Casa de Piedra, etc.) remain.
While overcrowding has diminished, "so too have nutrition and sanitation levels." (Basic data from
AFP, EFE, 02/22/91)
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